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"It was almost too dark to see, but
he was old, hatehet-iaced- , and spoke
with an accent."

"Then it couldn't have been Peter,
said De Soto positively. "He's old,

right enough, but he is as hip as the
side of a house, with a face like a full
moon, and he is Yankee to his toes.

By irad, Karnes, the plot thickens! A

woman has been added to the mystery.
Now, who the devil is she and what
has become of her?"
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Samaritan. There was a heightened
color in her cheeks.

"Moreover, I shall be happy to in
case the amount of the loan suff-

iciently to cover your return at once

to S'ew York, if you so desire bj
train." Barnes smiled as he added the
last two words.

"Extremely kind of you, my deal
Barnes," said the actor, running his

fingers through his hair. "Your faitl
in me is most gratifying. I I reall.
don't know what to say to you, sir."

"May I inquire just how you ex-

pect to profit by this transaction, Mr
Barnes?" Miss Thackeray asked
steadily.

He started, catching her meaning.
"My dear Miss Thackeray," he ex-

claimed, "this transaction is solely be-twee-

your father and me. I shall
have no other claim to press."

"I wish I could believe that," she
said.

"You may believe it," he assured
her.

,(,

"It isn't the usual course," she said
juietly, and her face brightened. "You
are not like most men, Mr. Bnrnes."

"My dear child," said Rushcroft
Vyou must leave this matter to our
friend and me. I fancy I know an
honest man when T ee him. My dear
fellow, fortune is but temporarily
frowning upon me. In a few7 weeks
I shall be on my feet again, zipping
along on the crest of the wave. I dare
say I can return the money to you in
a iv.onti or six weeks. If "

"Oli. father!" cried Miss Thackeray.
"We'll imike it six months, and I'll

pay any rate of interest you desire.
Six per ce?it. eight per cent, ten per ,:

"Siv jc;r cent, sir, and we will make
it a year from date."

"Agreed. Get up and dance for us,

Dillyl Wo shall be in New York
!"

'You forvet the dietr.torial sheriff.
Mr. RushciMft," said Barnes.

"The varlet!" barked Mr. Rushcroft.
It was arranged that Diliingford and

Bacon .re to go to Hornvilie in a
hired nu.ior that afternoon, secure the
judgment, pay the costs, and attend
to the removal of the personal belong-
ings of the stranded quartette from
the hotel to Hart's Tavern. The
yotmger actors stoutly refused to ac-

cept Barnes' offer to pay their board
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Of all the Liberty Loans,
this is the most important.We went in to win and to win

Now we have got to pay our bills.quickly. We won.

CHAPTER VI.

Charity Begins Far From Home, and
a Strcll in the WMdwood Fellows.
Mr. Rushcroft was furier.s when he

arose at eleven o'clock on the morning
:;lter the double nnirder. I;::vhiir s'epr
like a top through all of the commo-

tion. He boomed all over the
vocal castrations falling rii-h- t and
left an the stnlty and the iTmocent
without distinction.

"I don't .ee how yon ma raised to
ieep through it,' Barnes broke in.

"You must have an unusually clear
conscience, Mr. Ru shore ft."

"I haven't any conscience at all, sir,"
roared the star. "1 had an unusually
full stomach, that's wlTat was the rnat-,te- r

wilh ice. I take oath now, sir,
never to eat again as long as I live.
A man who cannot govern his beastly
appetite ought to defy it, if nothing
else."

"I gather from that remark that you
omitted breakfast this morning."

"Breakfast, sir? In God's name, I
implore you not to refer to anything
so disgusting as stewed prunes and
bacon at a time like this. My mind

"How about luncheon? Will you
join me at twelve-thirty?- "

'"That's quite another matter," said
Mr. Rushcroft readily. "Luncheon is
an esthetic tribute to the physical in-

telligence of man, if you know what I
mean. I shall be delighted to join you.
"Twelve-thirty- , did you say?"

"It would give me great pleasure if
your daughter would also grace the
festal board., I think it is too bad that
she has to go about in the gown she
wears, Mr. Rushcroft," said Barnes.
"She's much too splendidifor that. I
have a proposition I'd like to make to
you later on. I cannot make it, how-
ever, without consulting Miss Thack-
eray's feelings."

"My dear fellow !" beamed Rush-
croft, seizing the other's hand. "One
frequently reads in books about it
coming like this, at first sight, but,
damme, I never dreamed that it ever
really happened. Count on me ! She
ought to leave the stage, the dear
child. No more fitted to it than an
Easter lily. Her place is in the home,
the"

"Good Lord, I am not thinking of "
And Barnes, aghast, stopped before
blurting out the words that leaped to
his lips. "I mean to say this is a prop-
osition that may also affect your ex-

cellent companions, Bacon and Dilling-for- d,

as well as yourself."
At twTelve-thirt- y sharp Barnes came

down from his room freshly shaved
and brushed, to find not only Mr. Rush-
croft and Miss Thackeray awaiting
him in the office, but the Messrs. Dil-lingfo- rd

and Bacon as well.
"T took the liberty, old fellow," said

Rushcroft, addressing Barnes, "of ask-
ing my excellent co-work- to join us
in our repast."

"Delighted to have you with us, gen-
tlemen," said Barnes affably.

The sole topic of conversation for
the first half hour was the mysterious
slaying of their fellow lodgers. Mr.
Rushcroft complained bitterly of the
outrageous, high-hande- d action of the
coroner and sheriff in imposing upon
him and his company the same re-
strictions that had been applied to
Barnes. They were not to leave the
county until the authorities gave tho
word. One would have thought, tc
hear the star's indignant lamentations,
that he and his party were in a posi-
tion to depart when they pleased. It
would have been difficult to imagine
that he was not actually rolling in
money instead of being absolutely
penniless.

Barnes had been immersed in his
own thoughts for some time. A slight
frown, as of reflection, darkened his

It means we must see the thing through Uncle Sam's
debt is your debt and my debt. Let's put over the Victory LibertyLoan with a bang and square things up buy for cash and buv on
installments and do it today?

Victory Liberty Loan Committee
This space contributed by

while at the Tavern. That, they de-

clared, would be charity, and they pre-
ferred his friendship and his respect
to anything of that sort. Miss Thack-
eray, however, was to be immediately
relieved of her position as chamber-
maid. She was to become a paying
guest.

Rushcroft took the whole affair with
the most noteworthy complacency. He
seemed to regard it as his due, or
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DAY those great gray shipsTHE war came sneaking out
from the Kiel Canal marked

the end of Germany's naval power.

Thanks to the Allied Navy, thanks
to our Boys of the Sea, thanks to the
Ships and to the Libeirty Bonds that
put them there, the seas are safe!

Do your full share in the Victory
Liberty Loan in payment for the
Victory that might have cost every-
thing if we had not gone at it whole-
heartedly and in the nick of time.

Victory Liberty Loan Committee

Rushcroft Tock the Whole Affair With
j the Most Noteworthy Complacency.
more properly speaking as if lie were
doing Barnes a great favor in allowing' him to lend money to a person of his
importance.

"A thought has just come to me,
j my dear fellow," he remarked as thev
,
arose from table. "With the properkind of backing I could put over one
of t he most stupendous tilings the the- -
ater has known in fifty years. I don't
mind saying to you although it's
rather sub rosa 'that I have written a
play a four-ac- t drama that will packthe biggest house on Broadway to the
roof for as many months as we'd care
to stay. Perhaps yo. will allow me
to talk it over with you a little later
on. You will be interested, I'm sure.
Egad, sir, I'll read the play to you.
I'h What ho, landlord. Have your' best automobile sent around to the
door as quickly as possible. A couple
of my men are going to Hornville to
fetch hither my "

"Just a minute." interrupted Put-
nam Jones, wholly unimpressed. "A
man just called you up on the phone,
Mr. Barnes. I told him you was en-

tertaining royalty at lunch and
couldn't be disturbed. So he asked
tne to have you call him up as soon
as you revived. His words, not mine,fall up Mr. O'Dowd at Green Fancv.
Here's the number."

The mellow voice of the Irishman
soon responded to Barnes' call.

"I colled you up to relieve your
. mind regarding the young woman whocame last night," he said. "You ob-
serve that I say 'came.' She's quitenil right, safe and sound, and no cause
for uneasiness. I thought you meant
tiiat she was coming here as a guest, j

i lie wij.ii;ov.

eyes. Suddenly perhaps impolitelyhe interrupted Mr. Rushcroft's flow ol
eloquence.

"Have yu any objection, Mr. Rush-
croft, to a more or less personal ques-
tion concerning your own private er
misfortunes?" he asked, leaning for-
ward.

For a moment one could have heard
a pin drop. Mr. Rushcroft evidentlyheld his breath. There could be nc
mistake about that.

"It's rather delicate, but would youmind telling me just how much jobwere stuck up for by the -- r was ita writ of attachment?"
"It was," , said the star. "A writof inquisition, you might jfs well sub-

stitute. The act of a polluted, impe-
cunious, parsimonious what shall
say? well, I will be as simple as po-ssiblehotel keeper. Ninety-seve- n doblars and forty cents. For that pitifulamount he subjected me to "

"Well, that isn't so bad," saidBarnes, vastly relieved. He was cov-
ertly watching Miss Thackeray's half,averted face as he ventured upon the
proposition he had decided to put be-for- e

them. "I am prepared and wil-Un- g

to advance this amount. Mr Rush-crof- ,
and to take your personal noteas security."

Rushcroft leaned back in his chaiiand stuck his thumbs in the armholesof his vest. He displayed no undueelation. Instead .re,.i .
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